Forecast for Tuerday and Wednesday:
Virginia—~TFair, waurmer Tuesday: Wed=-
nesday fair; lieht to fresh south winds.

North Carclina—Fair Tuesly; wariner
in ecentral portion; Wednesday fair; light
to fresh winds, )
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FETID CLOUDS LOWER OVER CITY
INHABITED ONLY BY DEAD MEN

30,000 Corpses  Strewn
About Ruins of St. Pierre.

FURNISHFOODFOR SHARKS

Visit to Devastated City Con-|

firms Worst Anticipations.

DREADFUL ODORS FILL THE AIR

——

Bodies of Dead Found in Heaps Where
They Fell in Last Agony of Death.
The President Senids a Special
Message to Congress Ask-
ing Appropriation of a
Half Million Doilars.

(Br Associmies Tresa.)
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| THE DISASTER COMPLETE.

WASHINGTON, May 12.—Secretary Hay has received the fol-
lowing cablegram, dated May 11, from Consul Ayme, at Guadaloupe,
who went to Fort de France, Martinique, by instructions from this
government :

““ The disaster is complete. The city wiped out. Consul Pren-
tis and his family are dead. Governor says 30,000 have perished,
50,000 are homeless and hungry. He suggests that the Red Cross
be asked to send codfish, flour, beans, rice, salt, meats, and biscuits
as quick as possibly. Visits of war vessels valuable.”’

An important feature of Consul Ayme’s cablegram is the refer-
ence by him to the Governor as an authority for the estimate of the
loss of life. Preceding dispatches, including the official messages
| received at the French colonial offices in Paris, reporied that there
| was no doubt that Governor Mouttet, as well as Colonel Dain, the
| military commander at St. Pierre, had perished.
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THE LOCOMOTIVE ENGINEERS.

Norfolk Decorated With the Colors of
the Order.
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DR, WHITE WILL
b 10 COLUMBIA

He Resigns a Professorship at
Washingion and Lee Uni-
versity.

(Special Dispateh to The Times.}
LEXINGTON, VA, Jay 12—Informa-
tion has been received here of the elee-
Rev. Henry Alexander White,
D. D.. r of history of Washi
1on and Lee Iversity, to the pre £
ship of New Testament HExegesizs in Co-

(Continued on Second Page.)
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It was learned in Richmond last night
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fessorship at Columbia Seminary and
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seszion. He is well known in Richmond
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Dr. White is a native of West Virginia,
but has spent the larger portion of his
life in Virginia. He was edueated at
washington and Lee University and Un-
ian Theological Seminary. Some three
vears ago e published a life of General
Robert E. Lee, which has been favorahly
received as a scholarly and comprehen-
sive addition to the literature of the
Civil Wars .
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BAFTISTS ADJOURN
RNNUAL CORFERENCE

Dr. Hatcher ‘Last Speaker
Heard at Convention.

ABLE SERMONS SUNDAY

Virginians Among. Those Who
Filled Pulpits of City.

SERVICES WITHOUT LIGHT

Dr. Mullens, When Lights Failed, Con-
tinued His Sermaon in Dark, and Af-
ter Benediction Congregation
Filed Out by Lights from
Matches—S. S. Board,
Foreign Missions.

(Spreial Dispated to The Times.)

ABHEVILLE, N. C., May 12— The ver-
dict to-day seems unanimous that the
sermons preached yvesterday in the Ashe-
ville pulpits by Baptist divines were all
of 4 high order. A number of those who
preached were Virginians—Carter Helm
Jones, R, J. Willingham and J. B. Haw-
thorne:

At the Central JMethodist Church last
nigui just as Dr. E. Y. Mullins was con-
cluding his sermon in the twinkling of
an eye all the eleetrie lights went out.
Preacher and congregation behaved with
wonderful coolness, Not pousing a sec-
ond, the preached went on to the end of
the sermon, and in due form the hene-
Giction was pronounced by Rev, | ML L.
Wood, of Staunton, Va. The npeople
passed out by the light of matehes struck
here and there throughout the house,

To-day the Sunday-School Board and
Torcign Missions have beon considered.
Rev, 2. C. Tavlor, missionary from DBa-
him., Brazil, spoke int 1izly. He savs
that in’ the lare Span American war
Brazil was strepgly in sympathy with
the United States.

TEARS FLOWED.

The convention hiad a tearful time when
Dr. Carter Helm Jones prezentad Rev, C.
B. Willingham, the son of Seeretary Wil-
lingham, whe =oon zogs to Japan. The
voung man spolke brieflv, hut well, and
a=s the people saw the tears streaming
dnwn the cheeks of His father all hearts
wers tonched and ths hymn and prayer
whiell followed, Eev, E. II. Bomar lead-
ing, were tender and uplifting.

The convention heard with interest See-
vetary Whiticr, of the Baptist Jlission
Board of Australia. While Sputhern Bap-
average 10 rents per memher per
izn missions Australian Bap-
1h vents poT member per

=T

tists

tists averags
month.

The convention, by Iormal vote, de-
A, J. Diaz, of Cuba.
on Co-operation Te-
the appointment for
one yesi committee, composed of
the secretaries of the several State
Scards, to provide for a statistieal sec-
retary, who shall enllect and sunply facts
and figures. This report was adopted as
devaid of ecertain objectionali’e features
that were advecated, and that caused a
heated fight last year at New Orleans,
Dr. Iatcher withheld his name
Irom the re) he epmmiites, hut
finally. afte of explanation,
gave his name to it

News has been received of the death
of Rev. C. G. Jones, of Covington, Ky.,
formerly a Lynchburg pastor. Dr. Eaton
has left to prezch the funeral

The Seminary alumni had a meeting
this afternoon and decided to have a ban-
quet next year in Savannah. Carter
Helm Jones and W. R. L. Smith were
elected on the Executive Board of the
alumni.

CONVENTION CLOSES,

The Committee on Nominations made
t; eir report to-day, namiilg Rev. J. B.
Hutsen as president of  the Foreign Wiz~
sion Board and T. If. Sands its aduitor
ard Rev. Dr. J. A. Mundy, of Lynch-
luig, vice-president of the Home Board
for Virginia. Their report was adopted.

Tlhe convention came to 2 close to-night,
the last subject dizcussed being ane of
copecial interest to WV sinia Baptists. It
was the eo-ordination of Baptist schools.

Rev. Dr. Carroll showed how this wark
had been done in Texas, Ti results
Fave bieen most happy there, thousands
of dollars being given to eduecation, where
pothing was. given before.

Tir. W. E. Hatcher was the last speaker,
teliing what was needed and hoped for in
egucation In Virginis

Asheville hasnev censogreat a crowd
kefore. The greatr Batlery FParlk Hotel has
waken eare of four lLundred and Aty
suests and turned many awav.

NO SENSATION.

The sensation prom to occur in
Seuthern Baptist Convention when the
covimittes appeinted to investizgaie tha
4 differences hetwesn Dr. Diaz, the
r Cuhan missionary, and the Homs
Mission Board, should give their state-
ment, failed to materialize.

Dr. Diaz left th afrernoon  directly
for Havana. He expressed himself as
heing delizhted swith the meeting and
said he would carry away with him only
the most pleasant remembrances of the
aceasion.

At this morning's session the report of
the Committes on General Sunday-sciioal
Work was taken up as a special order
and read by Dr. J. E. White, of Atlanta.
The report congratulates the convention
an the work done by Sunday-school
boards since its establishment in 1001 and
approves the management. The future
af the board is bright and it is In good
working order. ¥ ;

At the afternoon session a telegram
from the Generat Conference of tha
Methodist Church, in Dallas, was read,
saluting the conference and wishing it
abundant prosperity.

At ta-day's session of the Woman's s
sionary Tinion the following officers were
elected for the ensuing year:

President, Mrs. C. A. Stokeley; Vice-

clined tn h
The

the

Presidents, Mrs. D. M.  Malone, Ala-
ha . Mrs. James I Eagle, Arkansas;

AMiss E. M. Dickinsom, District of Colum-

bin: s, W. D. Chipley Florida; Miss

AL 1. Wright, Georgin; BMiss E. 8,
‘Broadus, Louisiana; Mrs. J. H. Eager,

Maryland; Mrs. J. C. Hackett, Missis-
sippi; Mrs. J. 1.. Burn!m.m. Missouri;
Miss F. BE. 5. Heck, North Carolina;
Aliss BI. L. Coker. South Carolina; Mrs.
A, T. ‘Wheeler, Tennasses; 3Irs, C. C.
Slaughter, Texas; Mrs. A. M. Gwath-
mey, Virginia; Mrs. AL, Choate, Indian

(Continued on Second Page)

RNERAL CONFEREAC
5 DISTIACT DIVDED

War Claim Has its Influence
in Settling Every Question:

VIRGINIANS ARE DIVIDED

Upon the Settlement Depends Dr.
Smith’s Chances for Bishop.

DAY OF FASTING AND PRAYER

Motion to Suspend Business and Day
Be Devoted to Individual Prayer
Voted Down Becausz of the
Mover's Attitude on War
Big

Fight Coming.

Claim—Another

(Speclal Dispatch to The Times.)
DALLAS, TEXAS, May 12—The gener-

al conference of the 3. E. Church, South, |

was in bad humor this morning occasion-
ed nio doubt by the fast that they were
undergoing.

On Saturday the conference set apart
to-day as one for fasting and prayer for
divine guidance in the settlement of the

war ciaim coatroversy.  After the new
business had been introduced, W. 7V,
Smith, of Lynchburg, Va.. moved that

in conformity with that resolution, fur-
ther business be. suspended and the day
be observed by individual prayer and
that members enlighten themselves on
this question, which may cause another
split in the church, so bitter and in-
tense is the feeling. His motion was
votad down because of his attitude en the
war claim. Yet a few minutes later the
conference did adjourn.
INTENSE FEELING.

Sp intense is the feeling on the wvar
claim, the convention iz as distinctiy di-
vided as in Congress on political issues.

Merits of other subjects cut no figure.
When a member makes o motion the dele-
gates vote for or against it according to
how the mover stands on the war claim.
Some members who opposed making to-
day one of fasting and prayer, still regard
the action as being pharisaical as each
man is praving to the Lord to change the
mind af the man on the opposite side, as
he himself has an abundance of divine
guidance and is correct fa his deductions.

VIRGINIA DIVIDED,

The Virginia delegation is divided on
the question and upon the settlement of
the war claim matter when it comes from
the committes depends the electinn of AL
Coke Smith, of Noriolk, Va,, as one of
the new bishops. Dr. Hoss' election is
assured and Dr. Coke Smith leads so far
in poularity for the other plice.

To-night the fraternal messenger from
the WI. E. Church, North, presented
the greetings of that body.

ANOTHER FIGHT.

It the present plans of the Virginia
delegation do not miscarry they will be
the rause of another ficht befors the con-
ference. Indications are that Dr. Bar-
bee, the prezent senior hooz agent, does
not stand much chance of being re-
elacted.

The Virginians ae beoming Bernard
F. Lipscomb, of Petersburg, Ior the place.
His opponent is to be R. . Bigham, of
Atlanta, Ga. Representatives of  the
*0jd Dominion,” however, are confident
that they will land their man.

NIGHT SESEION.

At the night sessicn of the conference

ncarly the entire delegation strencth of

i

the body was present to listen tc the
fraternal addresses of the messengers

rrem the Northern Methedist Episcopal
Church. Eoth messengers made impres-
sive and Dbrilliant efforis, while neither
in direct language advocated a reunion
of the two churches .as expressed pre-
vieusly te the division of 18443 still there
wera sentences ang sentiments that were

(Continued on Second Pagse.)

FYILED VIRGINIANS
HOMEWARD BOUND

Dr. Charles Cooke, of Missouri,
Again on Sacred Soil.

— ————

REAL ESTATETRUST COMPANY

—_——

Legislature Recently Granted it a Char-
ter Through Influence Mr. S. S. P.
Patteson; Maximum Capital
. is  $300,000.

Virginians, or the sons of Virginians
who have wandered far away and made
their fortunes, are returning to the sa-
cred soil.

This fact, which is not a new one, will
be strikingly illustrated this very week.

Years ago Mr. Charles Cooke left his
home, Airwell, near Hewlelts, Hanover
county, and went to Alabama to live. He
is there to-day. But his son, Mr. Chas.
B. Cooke, later went to St. Louis, and
tiaere made his fortune. It is said on ex-
cellent authority that he is worth in the
neighborhood of a million dollars. But
a3fr. Cooke has not been satisfied with
West for a home. He had a longing to
live, and die, when that time came, in
Virginiz. But with $he scntiment was
linked almost the instingt and sound
jedgment of the business man.

Last spring, having decided to leave
St. Louis, he viZted the following citles
with a view of locating in the one best
suited to his needg as o business man:

New York, Chicago. Cincinnat, FPltrs-
birg, Norfolk and Richmond. -It took
him but o little while to declde on the

latter place. He at once put into opera-
tion o plan by which he could come here
and become a factor in the business life

of the city.

GETS A CHARTER.
Through the influence of M. 5.:8. 08,
Patteson, an attorney of this city, a2

charter was granted by the iast Legisla-
ture to the ‘““Real Bstate Trust Com-
pany.'

The following were
of the company: M
Henry C. Conper

the incorporators
5. Chas. B. Cooke,
1 J. A, Pozzoni, of

st. Louis; A. . Harman. of Richmond,
and Samutl Gu of Chicag The
minimum capit ock was 1 00 and

the maximum
iz tn L in this
The tfirm will er in a hanking, trust
anid real estate iness. Mr. Cooper is
already here. MMr. Cooke and his family
are on the way from St. Louis to Rich-
monid. They are coming to Stay and
their perzonal property will follow close
after them.
Ar. Cooper,

),000, The home office

with the aid of Mr. Patte-

son, has just « ful negotic
tions for the purchase of *“Blengul

the exceedingly hand residence
My, A. Bierne Blair, on the Lake Sid
electric  line, ar the Ginter counts
home. Twenty-five acres, just in the rear |
and adjoinir this property, have also
just heen acquired. The deed was tited
by Mr. Patte in the office of tue
clerk of Henrico county late yesterdsy
evening. Both purchases were made for

Alr. Conke, anid the money for each has
all been pald.
PRICE A SECRET.

What this exceedinzly valuable prop-
erty brought would be an interesting
itern. but 1t is not put in the deed aml
is kept a secret. It is far up into che
nds, probably as much as HLOHKW
d AMr. Cooke gets possession at
‘hat was one of the provisions of
the sale.

My, Cooke, his wife and three children
will reach the eity day after LO-moTIcw.
They will go directly to the Jefferson,

(Continued on Second Page.)

MOST COMPLETE TIE-UP IN
HISTORY OF ANTHRACITE MINING

Mine Workers to the Number of 145,000 Have Gone Out
and Not One of the 357 Collieries is in

J7 (By Assoclated Presa))

PHILADELPIHILA, PA., May 12.—Mine-
worlkers throughout the entire anihracite
coal regions of Pennsyvlvania to the num-
ber of 145,000 formally began their strug-
gle to-day for increased wages and short-
er hours. Never in the history of hard
coal mining has a tie-up been so com-
plete, not one of the 357 colleries in the
territory being in operation. There is
every indication to-night for the belief
that the suspension which was to cover
only the first three days of this week
will be made permancnt by the miners®
general convention, which will meet at
Hazleton on Wednesday.

Abseolute quiet prevalled everywhere to-
day. All the local unions throughout the
regions met during the day and evening
and elected delegates to the Hazleton
convention. It is significant that in every
instance where the voie of a “local” be-
came public praperty the vauct showed
a decided majority for a permanent strike
unless the operators grant concessions.
Predictions are made that if it {s decided
on Wednesday to continue the strike t(.‘le
struggle will be longer and mere hittar
than was that of 1900, which lasted six
weeks, :

Phe coal companies in various parts of
the regions have already made prepara-
tions for a slege. Coal train crews, tele-
graph operators, switchmen, carpenters,
machinists and other emploayes, number-
ing several thousand, not identified with
the mine-workers’ union, have been laid
ofr until furthef notice. Some of the
companies have also brought toeir mules
to the surface and placed them in pas-
tures.

President Mitchell spent a busy day at
his headquarters. He was in close com-
munication with all the district leaders
and expressed himsalf as well satisfled

oy —

Operation.

with the way the men responded to the
call for suspension of work. He will
leave for Hazleton to-morrow alternoon.

THEIR'HEADS GO OFF,

City Councilmen’s Terms Are Cut to
Eighteen Months.

The action of the Final Revision Com-
inittee In cutting the terms of members
of city councils and boards of aldermen
is the subject of much comment in local
political ecircles. The Idean in reducing
the terms of these officers was to equal-
ize matters and arrange for the election
ef botir branches at the same time. The
terms of the Hichmond City Councilmen
and Aldermen to bs chosen next week
will expire within eizhteen months in-
stead of two years, and their successors
will be elected in November instead of
in May.

One of the main objects of the con-
vention has all along been to consoli-
date and have fewer elections, and the
result as to councilmen follows almost as
a logical consequence. The scheme can-
not, however, be said to be a popular
one, especially with the members who
have just besn through the fire of a hot
campaign.

MEET AT VIRGINIA BEACH.

Virginia Press Association to Convene
There in June.

The Executive Committee of the Vir-
ginia Press Assceiation met yesterday
in The Times bullding and declded to
hold the annual meeting of the organi-
=zztion at ths Princess Anne Hotel, Vir-
giiia Beach, on the 24th of June The
members of the committee present were
Messrs. C. E. Thacker (president), of
Newpart News; . P. Barham, of Peters-
burg; J. L. Hart, of Farmville, and W.
8 Copeland, of Richmond,

SCORE OF LIVES LOST;
HUNDREDS INJURED

]

—

A Train of Naphtha Cars
Expioded.

FIFTY FEET HIGH

Big Crowd Had Gathered When
Another Explosion Came.

—rT——

ELAMES

SWEPT BY A WALL OF FIRE

With a Roar That Could Be Heard for
Miles a Torrent of Flame Belched
Over the Crowd, and Over .
Two Hundred Were Badly
Burned—Scenes Beg-
gar Description.

(Br Assoclated Press) — — *7
PITTSBUGRG, PA., May 172.—Sheraden
Yar, of the Panhandle Railread, was the
scene this evening of one of the most
dizastrous explozlons and fires Known im

this section for many years. A score of
lives wers lost, and about 200 persong
were so badly burned that. according te
tne judgment of physicians in attends
anece, seventy-flve per cent. of them will
dic from the effects of thelr injuries.

The dead:

HARRY F. SMITHEY,
sided at Dennizon, Ohic.

BILLY TAYLOR, brakeman, TUrichs«
~ville, Ohio.

ELMER HUNTER, conductor.

ALBERT MEEAN, brakeman,
den.

JOHN SWAN, brakeman. Sheragen. |
DALLAS BYRD, fireman. Sheraden. -
FIFTY FEET OF FLAME.

The cause of the catastrophe was thg
explosion of a train of naphtha cars, whick
wetre belng switched ai the yard, and i
the switching, the rear car telescoped =
ear forward. The leaking naphtha ignite®
from a switch light, causing an explos
sion, which threw the flames fifty feef
hizh. DMuch of the escaping naphtna rams
through Crok’s Hun, to Esplen Borough,:
a distance of one and one-half miles, and
caused another expiosion. blowing ta
atoms the Sermour Hotel and  Colling
House, on River Road, and badly wreckr
inz a frame building nearby. in whtr_'lf
were congregated 200, or more, sportx
from Pittsburg and vicinity, betting om
the races, base-ball, ete. Few of the cc-
cupants of this bullding escaped injury,
many being badly hurt. Mrs. Seymour
xnd hep daughter, af the Sheraden Hotel,
were saviously, and It is feared, fatally,

injured. ;

The firs tcar of naphtha expladed about
40 o'clock, and the spectacle spon at-
tracted a large crowd on strests, lining
the hills on both sides of, and paralle!l to
the ratlroad. The second car exploded
about 5 o'clock, but it was at 8:15 o'zlock
when thres more cars of the deadly 2tuf§
wens up with a roar, that could be he.'r-_;t:
for miles, that the work of destructio®
ceily began. |

MONT PELEE ON SMALL SCALE.

A torrent of flame belched forth on
each side of the track, sweeplnz back
the terrified spectators llke a charge of
ITillery and sending a shower of flame
aver their heads, resembling Mont Pelea

leverman;: rew

Sheras

on a small scale.
The ne that followed beggars de-
seription. The successive explosion had

heated the alr to sueh an extent that be-
fore the third explosion many were ren-
dered unconscious by the extreme heatl

(Continued on Eleventh Page.)

SUMMARY OF THE NEWS

FORECAST

Tuesday, fair and warmer;, Wednesday,
fair; light to fresh south winda.

H:ighest temperature yesterday........
Lowsst temperature yesterday. )
Mean temperature yesterday....
Normal temperinture for May.........
Departure from normal temperature..
Precipitation durleg past 24 hours.... ()

LOCAL

Graduates of the- University College of
Madicine announced.

Recommendations as to rearranging -the
Council committées.
eath of Mr. W. J. Glenn, one of the
oldest citizens of Richmond.

Jollification at Riehmond College Iast
nizht & very Interesting event.

Alanyv Baptists retern {frec: tie big con-
vention ot Asheville.

Meeting of the Medical Society of Chess
teriield.

All saloons said to have been closed in
Richmond on Sunday.

Interest in the Sixth District contest is

growing.

Chesterfield County Court met yester=
day.

Prof. H. A. White will zo to Boutk
Carolina.

Pickett Camp to visit Norfollk.
Hebrew Memorial Assoctation will bold
1ual exercises 10-MOrrow.

Air. Charles B. Cooke, millionaire of St.
Lounis, purchases Mr. A. Beirns Blair's
house and twenty-five acres of land near
Ginter’'s country home for a residence.

Real Estate Trust Company, recently
chartered, to be organized. :

VIRGINIA

Chesterfield instructs delegates to vota
for proclaiming the Constitution.

Camphell county defers to the requests
of Senator Dariel and vefrzins from in-
structing how to vote on the Constitution.

(Glass called on to run for Congress and
responds happily.

its

Botetourt votes for proclamation, znd
so does Scoil.
TLouiza also votes to proclaim. Local

option patitlons beinz numerously signed.

Knights of Columbus organize in Staun-
ton.

The locomotive engineers in session at
Norfolk. Chief officers entertained at
Roanoke.

Terrific cyclona in Appomattox county.

GENERAL

Not n living soul found in city of St.
Pierre. Dead found in heaps in ruined
strests, while sharks fed upon corpses
floating in surrounding seas. Worst an-
ticlpations realized cabled U. S. Consul
Avme, who has gone to scene of disaster.

President asks Congress for appropria.
tion of half a million for aid of sufferers.

House doubled amount appropriated by

Senate. ;
Score of persons killed and hundreas
burmed, 73 per cent. of them fatally, by
explosion of train of naphttha cars im *
Fennsvivania. T 4
Baptist Convention cencludes its work b=
and adjourns. o E
War ciaim still paramount Issus sl
alethodist Conference in Dallas. -
Anthracite collieries compietely tled up, !
145,000 miners having gone out. al-
most certain to ba mads perpetual un-
less concessions are granted. o

N




